
A Checklist of the Birds of Singapore Island 

By C. A. Gibson -Hill, m,a., m.b.q.u, 

( Completed, June 1349) 

The following list has been drawn up to show the birds 
occurring or likely to occur on Singapore Island at the present 
Lime, It is confined to these limits. The area considered is 
restricted to the island and its immediate coastal waters. Birds 
known from the neighbouring islets but not yei iceoided on 
Singapore Island have not been included, though isi a cases 
reference is made in the notes to the tact that species which m e 
scarce in our area are apparently numerous a lew miles away. 

Birds are admitted as residents or regular visitors only if 
there is evidence that they have been encountered here in the Iasi 
thirty years. Nineteenth century records of sedentary birds are 
given in a short note at the beginning of the family concern*], 
not on the list itself, if they have not been confirmed m this 
period. On the oilier hand genuine vagrants and strays have 
been admitted where it seemed that the identification was sound, 
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F. N. f“Uaaen (1923; corrigenda k addend# 1925), but unfortu¬ 
nately ha seldom states the sou ret? of individual records. 

The birds entered on this list arc given the numbers allotted 
to thorn in the annotated checklist of Malayan birds (Gibson-IIill, 
BitlL Raff. Alu$. t 20, 1949) to facilitate cross-reference. It wilt 
be seen Unit in some eases the status accorded is different on the 
two lists. Certain species which are resident in Malaya an a 
whole are apparently on3y non-breeding visitors to Singapore 
Island, In addition on the present list winter visitors are not 
shown as passages nig rants also, unless the numbers normally 
seen during the passage period arc appreciably greater than those 
during the intervening winter months. The limited amount of 
materia] at present available suggests that in most apedes the 
main autumn migratu'ry streams pass south on either aid ■? uf tht- 
isUvnd, not over it, and that for the most part it is only a back¬ 
wash which reaches us here (see map 2). 

Tire sources of the unusual records are shown here in the 
same manner as on the Malayan checklist. Records of rare 
vagrants or scarce visitors based un specimens still in the Taffies 
Museum and examined by the present writer have the collector's 
name, whore it is known, given in italics in brackets after the' 
record. Where a collector is not known the skin is marked 
u (ti.vj.fr.) T , Where it was taken by a native collector working fur 
one of the Malayan Museums it is shown as *'{-itat. erjh j," 
Records based un published data arc marked with the name of 
the author, the date of pub] lent ion of the reference and the page 
number, as "(Hume, 1880: 118). M Information from MS notes 
or per sound communications show the author's name in ordinary 
type, Resident birds are marked with an asterisk when definite 
evid nee of their breeding tm the island is available; this informa¬ 
tion is summarised in an appendix (infra, pp. l'77-HO), 

This list accepts a total of 2S0 bij'ds, 151 of which are 
almost certainly resident oil the island, while a further 5 are 
probfibly resident here. Only some 70-80 of these birds can be 
regarded as at all common; about 50 are rare in our area, or are 
confined to very limited habitats. About 40 of the 124 non¬ 
resident birds occur regularly as winter visitors or passage 
migrants in reasonable numbers; some are very plentiful during 
the period of their stay here, Jn addition Lite numbers of a few 
of the resident birds are noticeably greater during the winter 
months. The remaining 89 visitors only reach our area in very 
small numbers, occasionally! or as vagrants represented so iar by 
tme or two records. On the whole it would seem that about half 
the birds on this list should be encountered in Lin? course of 2-41 
years by anyone la a position to work over the full range of 
imbitats present on the island. The remainder would only come 
his way slowly and over a tong period. 
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BIRDS OF SINGAPORE ISLAND 


In general the avifauna is similar to ill at of the coastal belt 
round the southern portion of the peninsula, except for the 
relative scarcity or absence of the jungle-haunting species, On 
t h i: u t he r 1 ia n e i som e u I 1. h e bi rd s cl the co astal njgi o n a re 
extremely common on the island and are encountered freely in 
upon gardens all round the town. The true woodland birds are 
largely or entirely confined Lo the one remaining fores! area, 
covering Liu: catchment basins of the Seletar, Pierce and Mnc- 
Ritchie Reservoirs and part of the slopes of Bn kit Timah and 
Bukit Panjang {marked by diagonal .shading on map 1). 



Sketch map giving approximately the hues apparently followed 
by the main inass of the southward hound passage migrants nluug 
Lhu nf the Malay Feninsuia and down lo Lhe west end of the 

Java Sea. Singapore lies in die concavity in ibu uuaat at the 
extreme youth end of the peninsula between, but away from, the 
two juLijar lines of migration. Jt is probable that ihe majority of 
the surviving lardy follow the -a ms* routes northward. 


Mus. 21, 1940. 
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Checklist of the Birds of Singapore Hand 
Family ITydrobatidae 
Genus Oceanodronm Reichenbad: 


2. Occanodroma m. monorhis Winter visitor eastern end 
(Swlnh,). Singapore Strait, Sep- 

SwLnhoed Petrel, tember-May, Occasional¬ 

ly reaches waters olT 
Singapore Island. 

Family Pelecanibae 

Genus PeJecanus Linne 

5. Pekcamis onpcrotalus Linn, Rare vagrant. Most recent 

White Pelican. formal record January 

1903 (nat. cylL ). 

Family Sulidae 

Genus Sula Frisson 

7, Sula kucogaater plotus Rare vagrant. Taken Davi- 

(Forst,)* son (Hume and Davison, 

Brown Booby. 1^78£ 493). Seen 1&4S 

(Le Mare). 

Family Feegatidae 

Genus Fregata Lacepede 

11, Fregata a. arid (G. R, Gray). Occasional visitor. Several 
Rossi Frigate-bird. recent visual records; no 

format record. 

Family Ajideilae 

There was formerly a specimen of the Javanese Pond-Heron, 
Ardcola spcciosa (Huisfj, in the Berlin Museum which was said 
to have come from Singapore Imt it was almost certainly 
wrongly localised* 

Genus Ardea Linne 


White Pelican. 


1-. Ardea s. sumatrana Baltics. 
Dusky-grey Heron. 

13. Ardea cinerea redirostris 
Gould. 

Grey Heron, 

1L Ardea purpurea man ileus is 

Meyen. 

Purple Heron. 


Occasional visitor. 


Occasional visitor* 


Scarce winter visitor. 
Recent visual records 
(Edgar, Moleswortli, F. 
G. H. Allen, in Hit,), 
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EUU3S OF SINGAP^QKI! ISLAND 


15b. RuLorides striatus amurensis 
Suhrunck. 

Siberian Little Green He ton. 


Genus Ardeula Baie' 


.rdtola baeehus (Ep T ) 
Chinese Pond-Heron. 


Scarce winter v i si tor. 

Recent visual records 
(Molesworth 1340, i\ G. 
H* Alien 1948, m 

Winter visitor. Common 
ill suitable localities, 
Oetober-Mareh. 


17. Atdvola ibis co roman da 
(Eodd.). 

Cattle Egret, 


Winter visitor, in small 
numbers, November- 
April; stragglers to early 
May (Bromley, m Ut (.), 

Winter-visitor, very small 
numbers, October-March. 
Pound with No. 18, but 
less numerous except in 
the autumn months. 

Rare vagrant. Only record 
for Malaya, Seletar, 29 
September, 1940 (Moles- 
wortli; see Gibson-Hill, 
1949a: 99). 


19. Egretta g. garzetta (Linn.) 
Little Egret. 


29. Egrelta eulophotes (Swinh,) 
Chinese Egre L 


Genus Demigretta Blyth 

—■ Damigtrita sacra fGmel). Resident, in small numbers. 

Reef Heron. Seen mostly on rooky off- 

lying islets, but occa- 
• sionaUy on suitable 

shores on Singapore 
itself. 
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Genua N yeti to rax T, Forister 


23, Nycticorax n. nycticorax 
(Linn.). 

Night Heron. 


Rare vagrant. Geic formal 
record; imm. £ , Bonggol, 
13 December, 111 15 {See 
Robinson and Chasen, 
m&: 188), Visual re¬ 
cord, December 1918 
(F, G, IL Allen, in lift .). 


Genus G o roach i us Bonaparte 

--L Gorauchius ni. mekmolophus Scarce winter visitor. 
(Hafllcs). 

Tiger Bittern. 


Genua Ixiilnyehu-S Hill berg 


2;5. Ixobiychus s. sinensis 
(Gmel.) + 

Yellow Bittern. 


2(5. btobryehus cinnamomeus 
(Gmel.). 

Chestnut Eittem. 


Winter visitor, very small 
numbers, Octobcr-March, 
Chasm. (1222: £15) says 
common, but this is not 
so now. 

Resident,* in small num¬ 
bers, Augmented by 
winter visitors and not 
uncommon in suitable 
local ities Gctobc r-Marcl u 


Genus Du pc tor Heine & Reichenow 

28, Du pc tor f. flavicnlli.s (Lath,). Scarce winter visitor. 

Black Bittern. Recent visual record 

{jUolcsworthj 1940, in 

lift .). 

Genus Bolaurus Stephens 

29. Botuurus s. stetEuris Linn. Rare vagrant. One record, 

Great Bittern. autumn 1908 {nab coll.). 


Genus Leptoptilos Lesson 


34, Leptoptilos ja yank us 
(Horsf.). 

Lesser Adjutant, 


Occasional visitor. Kdham 
(1882: 190) says that a 
pair were resident at 
Tiinglin when he was 
stationed the re. Uncon¬ 
firmed repoi't^f breeding 
on outskirts of town 
about 1938, 
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DIIiDii OF SINGAPORE ISLAND 


Family A -vatsdae 
Genus D end rocygrin Swainson 


3i>. 


41, 


Dendrocygna j. javunka 
(HursfJ. 

Whistling Teal. 


Non-hree< I i rig vis i tor, 

small rlumbers. 


in 


Genus Nettop us Brandt 

Nettu (jus t, euromundelianiis Occasional visitor, encoun- 
(Gmel,). toved less frequently than 

Cotton r l enl, No + ilG above. 


Fa m i ly Acc l FITH [ DAE 

Hume (1879: 44) lists Accipiter Stevenson 1 Gurney, quoting 
Wallace (1868: 216). it seems unlikely that slevenxonL, if 
distinct from No, 50 below, has occurred in our area, and the 
record is assumed here Lo bo based on an erroneous identification 
ol a specimen of A, virgatus gtituris (Temm. &, Schleg.), 

Genus E lames Sa vigny 

42. E3anus c. caerukus Scarce winter visitor. 

(Deslont.K - 
Blackwinged Kite. 


Genus A viced a Swainson 

4.^. Aviceda le up holes (Dumont). Scarce winter visitor, seen 
Black crested Baza. occasionally in small 

flocks, November-Mardi. 


Genus Perms Cuvier 


I6a. Pemis apivorus ptilorhyncus 
(Tetimi.), 

Res i dei 1 1 Honey-B uzzard, 

-16b. Pern is upivorus orient alls 

Tacss, 

3 i be rian 11oney-B uzzard. 


Occasional visitor. 


Winter visitor, in small 
numbers, reported De¬ 
cern be r- F ebru a ry. 


Genus Milvus Laccpede 


47. Milvus inigrany govinda 

Sykes. 

Pariah Kite, 


Rare vagrant. One formal 
record, 21 October, 1879 
(Ketham). Two uncon- 
firmed visual records, 
winter 1948-49 (F. G. H, 
Allen, Bromley, in litt.). 


Mcs. 21, 104V. 
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G euus Hnlhstur SeJb y 

Citrnev UF inte ™' ;di “ s Evident.* Common in 

Brahminy Kite S? aatjd *“*»: Prab$bly 

3 le+ the most numerous hawk 

on the island. 

Gonus Acdpiter Brinson 


4J, Aeci piter badius poliopsh; 
(Hume), 

Shikra. 

■ A edp i te r soloe nsis (I lorsf,) 
Chinese Goshawk. 


o2. Accipiter virgatus gnlaris 
(Ternm, A SchJeg.J, 

Ja pa u ese S pa i row-Ha w k . 


Rare vagrant. One formal 
record t 13 December, 
1891 (c. n,k.) 

Scarce winter visitor. 
Formal records in R r M.; 
9 r May 1924 (cjiJfc.), 
mid a mounted skin witli- 
olil precise data. 

Winter visitor, usually in 
small numbers, Septem¬ 
ber-April. ^ Immature 
birds fairly common 
October-November in 
some years. 


5 4. Butastur indie us (Gmd.)_ 
C rey faced 1-1 u/v ard. 


Genus Butastur Hodgson 


Scarce winter 
R.M. formal 
1899 (e.n.k.). 


visitor. 

record, 


Genus Spizaetus Vied lot 

35 ' "ipalensis alboniger Occasional visitor, mostly 

{ rr , ^ * immature birds. 

Mountain Hawk-Eagle, 

50. cirrhatus limmee. Resident,* in small num- 

r],^rr!.',KT it , „ , bcis. Seen mostly near 

Change able Hawk-Eagle. woodland. 

ms' 4 Teyivf,s Spittetu* nanus Wallace flbi^ 

S trihomatt* Cuilii u . w Lty ]Tcjrcjto - anil ccinaldera it ilibLiiteE from 

IPirSIf'ifeSffiS 
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57, 


58. 



Genus Hieraaetus Kaup 

irntiis (Gmel.). Hare vagrant 
, recon 

1889 ( c.n.k .) 


Two formal 
■ds in R,M.; January 
iivsy ; no precise 

data {c.n.L) : also turned 
in by Davison (Hume, 
187944). 

are vagrant. Two formal 
records in R.M+; August 
1891 (c.vJc.); May 1925 
l c.n, fc.) ■ C hasen (1927: 
108) savs that it occa¬ 
sionally turns up in 
Singapore, 


Hieraaetus kienerii formosus 

Stres. „ , 

Rufous bellied Ha wk-Eagle, 


00- 


Genus llaliLeetus Lesson 


Halitet us leucogastcr 
(Gmel.). 

Wlutebdlied Sea-Eagle. 


Resident/ fairly plentiful 
near and on the coast. 
The most numerous of 
the larger hawks on 
Singapore Island. 



Genus Tcthyophaga Lesson 1 


Icthyophaga n, nana (Blyth), 
Lesser Fishing-Eagle. 


Rare vagrant. At least two 
old records; the typo 
(lilyth, 1842: 202) and 
Strickland (1845: b&). 
Might still occur here. 


09, 

87. 


Genua Circus Lacepcde 


Circus c, cyaneus (Linn.). 
Hen-Harrier. 


Circus melanoIeucuH (Penn), 
Pied Harrier. 


Rare vagrant. Only record 
for Malaya, near Faya 
Lebar, January 1948 
( Perreau). 

Scarce winter visitor. 
Recent record, November 
1940 (Molesw&rtk) * 


Genus Spilornis G, R. Gray 



Resident, very 
numbers. 


71. Sp Horn is died a hassus 
(ForsL) 

Serpent Eagle. 

' i. p. G, H. Allen saw a bird 
Ictkyapha g ti !. ieh f h t/ti t: tua (Iiora 3*. ] 
Layang:, at the east end of Ulc is! a 
list was l>eitiR: set up. The pale fsc< 
were clearly visible. 




Mas. 21, 1949. 
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Family Pandionjdae 
G enua Pun d ion Savigrty 

72 h Pandhm lialiuetus (Linn.) , Occasional visitor. No 
au ]i B P‘ Singapore specimens a- 

Usprey, vafl^ble for examination, 

Both the northern race 
P* h . huHiietax (Linn.) 
and i:hif Australian i J . k, 
crixfatKs (Vieill.) reach 
Malaya, and probably 
both occur iti our area* 

Family Falconidae 
G enus Micro luerox Sharpe 

7:L Microhierax fi ingillarius Resident, small numbers. 
(Drap,). 

Falconet. 

Genus Falco Linne 

j d. Fulto peregrines calid us Lath. Scarce winter visitor* 
Peregrine Falcon. 

jo. Palco tinnuncuius Linn. Scarce winter visitor 

subsp. 

Kestrel, 

. Family PhaSIanidae 

The B, M. cat. also lists skins, said to he from Singapore, 
■asenbable to the folio w 3ng birds, 

(77) Mekinoperdix n* nigra (Vigors) — 5 & v , Purchased. 
[8d) Houppifcr e, try MirophthaJmus (Rallies) — j , Could 
Coll. 

CalliiH varius (Shaw & Ncdd.)—Cantor, per 
Indian Museum. 

(8b) Polypiectron mnlaeensis (Scop.)— s & imm. 0 
Hume Coll, 

(&)) Argusiamisa. argus (Linn.) — $ & 5 , Hume Call. 

Any, or possibly all, except Gallic v&ritts might have been on 
Singapore Island before the latter part of the last century, but it 
■J cea-tain that these birds are not here now in a feral state. 
Accordingly they are omitted from the present list. 

Genus Excalf act aria Bonaparte 

78. Excairaclorin e* chinensis Resident 1 * Fairly common 
(Linn.). ■ in open settled country, 

Blnebreasted Button-Quail. bui less numerous than 

No. 51a below* 
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BIRDS OF SINGAPORE ISLAND 

Family Turnicidae 
Genus Turnix Bannaterre 

91a. Tux nix s use i tat or atroguhris Resident.* Fairly .common 
(Eyton). in open country where 

Barred Bustard Quail. there is much high grass; 

also enters cultivated 
areas* 

Family. RaLLIDae 
Genus Rail ns Linne 

93 . Rail us striatus gnlaris Horaf. Resident.* Fairly plentiful 
Slatybreasted Rail. in the mangrove belt and 

in lalang and scrub near 
water inland. The com¬ 
monest rail on the island. 

Genus Kallina G. R, Gray 

9 L ilid Lina f use tat u s Rallies. Winter visitor, small num- 

Malay Banded Crake. berfi, in open country; a 

few birds probably breed¬ 
ing here* 

95 Kallina. eudzombdes nig call- Rare vagrant. One formal 
ncata (G* R. Gray). ' record, B.M. eat. (Gould 

Philippine Banded Crake. Coll.) ; provenance not 

above suspicion but the 
bird is a rare winter 
visitor to the Malay < 
Peninsula as a whole. 

Genus Forzann VieiUot 

97. Porzana f. fusca (Linn), Resident,* in very small 

Rudely Crake: numbers, in open 

country, 

Genus Poliotimnas Sharpe 

99 . Poliotimnas c* einercus Resident,* in small num- 

(Vie I Hot). hers, in open swampy 

Grey bellied Crake. country. 

Genus Amaurornis Retchenbach 

100b, Amaurornis phoenieunis Resident.* Fairly common 
javanira (Horsf.) - in talang wastes, and 

Whitebreasted Water-Hen. light open scrub, near 

fresh water, and in the 
mangrove belt. 


Mub. 21, 1043, 
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W^odT “ ™ . winter visitor* 

C w ■ Visual records as late as 

“ May {F. G. II. Aden); 
an immature bird taken 
early August (Molea- 
worth ), 

Genus Gallinula Brisson 

1 IW nula dUciroI,us urieIlt:lliH Bare vagrant. One recent 
Mccrhen. Kder^ lfl ~ 

Genus Porphyrin Bn as on 

10:1 Tili - “a™ vagrant. One record, 

P^ Cou- a " touaataw bird shot 

-LL1JJUL V-OOt, At. Paud r ail-L-a ^ m m 


llUIrU TlAFFI^S 











EIEDS OF SJNtVAPOKE ISLAND 


Winter visitor, September 
to early April. Wide¬ 
spread in small numbers 
on open grassland and, 
move rarely, sheltered 
shores. 

Scarce winter visitor. Only 
recent formal record, 2 
$ q \ Kalang mud-ilats, 
o November, 1022 {de 
Fontaine ). 

Winter visitor, late August 
to April or May. Com¬ 
mon on mud Hats, muddy 
shores and in sandpits. 

Winter visitor, in moderate 
numbers, seen mostly on 
sandy shores, but occa¬ 
sionally on mud. 


112. Clmmdrius a. alexandrimia 
Linn. 

Kentish Plover. 


Charadrius mongo!us atri 
frtins WagL 

Lesser Sand-Plover. 


115, Cha rad riiis leschenaultu 

Less, 

Large Sand-Plover. 


116, Eupoda veredua (Gould), Rare vagrant. One record, 
Caspian Mover. two birds April lSflb 

{■not. colL). . 

Family ScolofaCIDAE 

The early records for Malaya, including Singapore Island, 
of “T rings niinula” {Hume et al.) are here taken to rcier to 
No, 139, the Rednecked Stint, ErolUi ruficolhs (Pad-) : certamb 
Use Little Stint cannot be accepted for our area: Lhaaen 
94) lists Ko. 134, the Common Snipe, Cupeling, gallinugu (iaim.L 
for Singapore. It almost certainly occurs as a very rare vagrant, 
but I cannot trace any formal records and it ls not included on 
the present list. No. 129, the Greyrumped fatler, lletciwelus 
hrevinea (Vieill,), is also omitted. The only record for Malaya 
is Sultan Shoal, 11th September, 1923 (A W> HatmlUm). There 
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i.s no doubt of the validity of the record* but Sultan Shoal is not 
strictly a part of Singapore Island' as birds known from L Pulau 
Uliiu but uoL from Singapore Island are not included here iL is 
only consistent to exclude Lhe Multan Shoal birds. The Landae 
listed below (Nos, 118 et setj.) have all been taken at one time or 
another on Lhe Singapore coast, or on the fishing: slakes built off it. 


Genus N union ins Brisson 


117. Numerous phacopus variegu- 
ius (Scop.). 

Eastern Whimbrck 


118. Numcmus urquata orientals 

Brehm. 

Eastern Curlew, 

119. Xu merlins nmdagasc aric n s is 
(Linn,). 

Australian Curlew, 


Winter visitor, September- 
April, fairly common on 
muddy shores and occa¬ 
sionally In mangrove 
crocks, sandpits and on 
open grassland. 

Winter visitor, September- 
April, in small numbers, 
mostly seen on open mud 
Hats and beaches, 

"Rare 'vagrant. Party of 
8 birds seen o occasions 
0 e L ob e r-Decembe r 1918 
(R G, II, Allen) ; no 
formal record. 


Genus Limosa 
120, Limosa limosii melarmroides 
Gould, 

Eastern Black tailed Godwit. 


121. Limosa luppomca baucri 
Naum. 

Eastern Eartailed Godwit. 


Genus Tringa 

122, Triuga to tan us (Linn.) 
subsp. 

Redshank. 


Brisson 

Winter visitor, September- 
Aprilf small numbers, 
seen mostly in mud 
creeks in mangrove bell 
or on open mudflats. 

Rare vagrant. One formal 
record, Changi, 28 No- . 
vember ?1879 (Hume, 
lHftb; 118; and B.M. cat, 
Davison coll.) ; seen Gey- 
lang River Diversion, 5 
December, 1948 (R G. 

H. Allen). 

Lin no 

Winter visitor,- mostly 
September- March, some 
August-May, numerous 
on coastal mud Hats and 
in mangrove areas, and 
present smaller numbers 
on sandy beaches; one of 
the commonest of the 
visiting waders. 
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BntDS SINGAPORE ISLAND 


m - s t* m ~- 

piper - Formal records, October 

IS 10 and April I9ii 
(both naL colt .), Several 
visual records Qctober- 
November {Bromley et 
ul,), 

l- i. Tringa nebula rk Gunn. Winder vinitr,* < ut 
C l,eenshank ' OciobJ5?&; 

small numbers; seen 

7 f , mostly on ipud. 

"SfrSaasss 

on damp, dot land near 
tuti coast, or in muddy 
channels in mangrove. 
Genus Xenus Kaup 

i2? - »«*>« *mmmm 

small numbers' mostly 

seen on mudflats or mud¬ 
dy channels in mangrove. 

Genus Actitis Uliger 

t2, ' i r£!£* 1'ypoleutos (linn.). Winter visitor, mostlv 

Come,on Sentlpi^r. Septemte^i. **£* 

August-May, common 
an d w i< 1 e-spread. Us ual I y 
single or in very small 
parties, but scon almost 
everywhere on the edge 
of water. 

Genus A renark Erisson 

m Lwt ™ w t nt T r sito /‘ probabi ^ 

Tut'ii stone. 3 

seen on rocEcy shores. 
Genus Capella FVenKcl 

131 S Snipe r:i (Bp) - Wi CV****^ 

Aprd, fairly common m 

s U Attor&-nireas J es jj eckl I y 
open scrub and rough 
land. 


l2 ‘ L Tringa nebukvk Gunn. 
Greenshant, 


J.2o r Tj-inga gkreola Linn. 
H ,r ood Sandpiper. 


Genus Xenus 
Xenuii cinertus (Gttldj. 

A vocct-Sand p i per, 


Genus Ac litis 

: 128 , Actitis hypoleucos (Lmm). 
Common Sandpiper. 


Mus. 21, 19415, 
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133, CapeJIa mega la (Swinh.) 
Swin hoe’s Snipe, 


Scarce winter visitor, pm- 
bAbly occurring in 
portion of 1-200 or 1-250 
wherever No, 132 U 
found. Only formal re¬ 
cord April 1941 {A/ofc- 
x worth). 


Genus Erolia Vieillot 


139. Erolia ruJicoIJis (Pall.J 
Rednecked Stint. 


14 L Erolia subminuta 
(Middend,), 
Longtoed Stint, 


M2. Erdia. testacca (Pall.) 
Curlew-Sandpiper. 


numbers, mostly seen on 
coastal mudflats; a few 
birds remain all through 
the winter. 

Genus Li mi cola Koch 

Limicoln fal dueling sibirica Scarce winter visitor. Only 

' r ^ 3, , u . n , „ , . recent formal record, 

Broadbilled Sandpiper, Kalane River 1909 (4h 
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BIRDS OF SINGAPORE ISLAND 

■ 

Family Recur virqstiudae 
G enus Hi man top us Brisson 

Hi man top us h. hi man lupus Rare vagrant. Only cer- 
L , n „ Lain forma] 'record for 

Black winged Stilt. Malaya, November 1918 

(c,?U;.). 

Family ClaREdudae 
G enus GLvreola Briaaon 

Glareola maldivarum Passage migrant, some- 


(Forst.), 

Eastern Pratincole. 


ass age migrant, some¬ 
times fairly plentiful 
September - November, 
less numerous Febrtiary- 
March; a few birds may 
remain all through the 
winter. 


Family LaridaE 
Genus Larus Liirne 


lfS. Larus ridjbiuidns Linn, Scarce winter visitor* 

Blackheaded Gull. Singapore Strait. For¬ 

mal records Hi December, 
132G (F. d<' Souza), 2G 
January, 1948 (F, G. II. 

■ AJfefi); several visual 
records. 

Genus ChlidanLis Rafinesque 

119. Chlidonuis ieueopteru ■ Rare vagrant. Formal re- 
(Temm.). cord, 6 December, 1941 

White winged Black Tern, (Chosen). 

Genus Gelochelidon C. L, Brehm 

150. Gelochelidoti nilotica a Eh ids Rare vagrant. One forma! 
(Horsf.). record, j, 27 October, 

Gullbljled Tern. 1913 (c.n.k.). 

Genus Sterna Linnc 

153, Sterna $, sumatrana Rafiles. Resident* in very small 


Blacknaped Tern 


numbers. Augmented by 
winter visitors and then 
present in small numbers 
along ’whole length of 
Singapore Strait. 


[ ME) 3 


Mus« U, 1940. 
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154. Sterna a. unaelhetus Scop. -Occasional visitor to local 
BricllM Tern. waters. Winter visitor, 

at times fairly common, 
both ends of Singapore 
Strait. 

Genus Tiialosaeus Eoic 

156. Thalasseus bergii cristatus Winter visitor, fairly pien- 

<Stoph.). tiful, whole length of 

Large Crested Tern. Singapore Strait; the 

commonest tern in this 
area. Settles freely on 
■fishing stakes. 

157. Thalasscus b, bengalensis Winter visitor, small num- 

(Less.). bers, whole length of 

Lesser Crested Tern. Singapore Strait. Seen 

with No. 156 above. 

Family Cg lu mb idae 
G enus Treron Vieillot 

1G3. Treron c, curvirustra Resident, small numbers, 

(Gmeh) . occurring mostly in 

Lesser Thickbilled Green heavily wooded area 1 ?; 

Pigeon. local movements in 

autumn and winter, 

164. I 1 re run f * f ul v ico! I i s (Wa gl.). Rare vagra nt. On Jy f o rraal 

Cinnarnonlicjidcd Green records, May 1R09 (Ab- 

Pigeon, bott, quoted Riley 19B8: 

102), and undated 
(Chasen, 1925: 72). 

165. Treron <>, oJast (Temm,)„ Resident, small numbers. 
Little Green Pigeon, 

166. Trcrosi vernans griseicapilla Resident;* plentiful in 

(Schleg,), suitable I ocal i t i cs and tb e 

Pinkneeked Green Pigeon. ' commonest pigeon here 

as elsewhere in the low¬ 
lands of Malaya. 

Genus Ptilixtopus Swainson 

168. Ptilinopus jambu (Gmel.). Scarce winter visitor, re- 
Pinkheaded Fruit-Dove. ported from both coastal 

mangrove and Bulat 
Tim ah Forest Reserve. 
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Genus Duuuhi Hodgson 

169, Ducwla aenea polius lies5dent, small numbers in 

Oberh, coastal distiiutSr 

Green Imperial Pigeon. , 

170, Dueula bkotor (Scop.), Occasional visitor, reaching 

Pied Imperial Pigeon., the west end of the island 

and adjacent islets at 
wide intervals. 

Genus Streptopelia Bonaparte 

Two adult males of No. 174, the Burmese Red Turtle-Dove, 
Streplopella trunsquelmrka hum ills Ternm,), were taken on 
Singapore Island, December 1940 (Clanies-Jioss), but they must 
have been birds that had escaped from captivity. 

175* Streptopdia chmensis tig- Resident,* plentiful in most 
rina (Temniu). * kinds of dry open co un¬ 
spotted Dove. try, including garden J 

areas. 

Genus Geopelia Swainson 

176. Geopelia striata striata Resident,* fairly common 

(Limn). * in most open areas, but 

Barred Ground-Dove. less often seen near 

human habitations* 

Genus Chalcopliaps Gould 

177. Chaleophaps L indlca Resident, in small numbers 

(Linn,)* in heavily wooded areas. 

Emerald Dove. 

Family Psittacieae 

Three males of the Red breasted Paroquet, Psittacula 
nlcxundri {Linn.) were seen on several occasions on Chungi Pro¬ 
montory,, August 1943 (Spittle, MS note); certainly escaped 
birds. 

Genus PsittacuJn Cuvier 

179, PsittacuJn I. tongieauda Resident, sunlit numbers in 
(Bodd.), wooded areas; formerly 

Long tailed Paroquet* common (Kelham, 1881: 

387). 


Genus Psittinus Blyth 

180. Pst tt inns c* cyanurns Resident, small numbers lit 

(Forat*}. wooded areas. 

Little Malay Parrot. 

Mus. 21, 1U49: [ 1511 
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Genus Loriculua Blyth 

1SI - B ' e a! s uhls Resident, very small mrn,- 

Malay Loriquet. ' Xf" “** ’"*« 

Family Cuculipae 

Tne Japanese Cuckoo; C, canortis telephones Heine is said to 

SlSdalfldS 8 ! (Ch r?’ l923; 99 > but I cannot fiSfc 
lkj VT 1J f , li P re ™t admitted to the Malayan 

^ i " lf ' L - Itj L LK landed Lay Cuckoo, Penthueeryx i -i4ismf11i 

n-n ayanaa Clu and Klou, and No. lSyb tKt smnatrun Bay 
Cuckoj 1 , I. taseiolntus (S. Mid].), have been taken on hulau 
Ubm, but there are ns yet no forma] records for Singapore Island 
„ There are old records (E.M. cat.) for Sininnok nf tri oo, 
ilffpG 'n tn! f 1 'i hin ," r!ha chloroplmea (linffles) and No' W 
Kloss'houf f n' 1 ' nclnulomua jnvniticus paJlidus Itob. and 
ir oss> both of which occur Burly widely un the mainland hut 

!. «) '? ' v *i ■ ' e 1 l r j Jrj r ta 01 th * [ r Presence 1 1 ere + I t wo aid seem 

? 1 <lL f ve » lf J l,e y did Dc cur formerly they, are no longer on the 
$P- 2 03 ,^tlie Chestnutbreasted Malkoha, Rhamphococcyx 
*; ! r> ,rof i ll ' ls crythro^nathus Bp. f might well be present M |mT tWe 
mo no Ibrma] records for it; it has been reported from I J ulae 
Langkawi, Penang Island and Tinman, 

Genus Chi nut tor Kaup 

Clamator coronuwdus Winter visitor, small num . 

twinged Crested Cuckoo. ^ *»**»***&. 


182 ► 


Genus Cuculus 

lB3a, CucuIub s* sparverioides 
(Vig.J. 

Large Hawk-Cuckoo. 

13oa. Cue ul us ftigax nisicolor 
(Ely th), 

11 i rn alaya n IT a wk-Cu ckoo. 

“3 d. Cucuius m* micropterus 
Gould, 

Indian Cuckoo, 

Genus Cacom antis 
ldoa. Cacomantis merulinua thre¬ 
nodes Cab, & Heine, 

Brain-fever Bird, 


Li line 

Scarce winter visitor. 


Winter visitor, small num¬ 
bers; recorded October- 
January; probably occurs 
over a wider period. 

Rare vagrant. One formal 
record, September (Kel- 
ham, 1381 1 390), 

S. Mtiller 

Resident* and winter 
visitor, in a tin ill numbers 
in lightly wooded areas, 
including gardens and 
orchards; more numerous 
during the winter 
months. 
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Cacomantis variola us sepuE- Resident, small numbers, 
cralis (5. Mull). 

Fan-foiled Cuckoo, 


Genua Cbalcites Lesson 

193, Chaldtes x. xanthorhynthus Resident, small numbers, 
(IIorsL)* Possibly augmented by 

Violet Cuckoo, winter visitors, 

19 L Chakites basal is (Horsf,). ffoie vagrant. One formal 
Bronze Cuckoo. record (c,? 2 .An, no data). 

Genus Surntcuius Lesson 

19Gb, SurnieuJus lugubris barns- Resident, small numbers in 
sarum Gberh, lightly wooded areas. 

Resident Dron go-Cuckoo, 

Genus Eudynnmys Vigors and llorsfleld 

197b, Eudynamysscolopacea mala- Winter visitor, small num- 
yann Cab. & Heine* bers* 

Malayan Koel. 

Genus Rlmpodytes Caban is & Heine 

193. Rhopodytes <L diardi Resident, small numbers in 

(Less.). heavily wooded country. 

Lesser Greenbilled Malkoha. 

199, Rhupodytes s, Sumatranua Resident* Fairly common 

(1 Ladles). in the more heavily 

Rufousbellled Malkoha. wooded areas. 


Genus Cent to pus iltiger 

205 b, Centro pus sinensis curycer- Resident.* Common in open 
cut-; Blyth. country with a vegetation 

Large Crow-Pheasant. of hiiang and mck-sfowm, 

£06, Centropus bengakusis java- Resident.* Plentiful in 
nensis (D urn.}. open 3 al an g cu ve red cou n - 

Lesser Crow-Pheasant. try. 


Family Tytqnidae 
G enus Tyto Billberg* 

207. Tyto alba javanka (Gmeb). Rare vagrant. One certain 
Barn Owl. formal record in R.M, 

1389 ; second 

doubtful, January 1931 
[purchased skin) . 


6 
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9ns ... , C ; enua I’f'udilus G. St Hilaire 

“vl badiliS (HorSf ->- vacant. One forala] 

retoid (see BobiusoiL 

i02S: 34J. 

Family STKIGiDAE 

\Vood-OwK H Stiiaf s’ Sdo uutlj U *“ the range of the 

lIlcj northern Malay Stat^ S 13 i a f^ Vce resident in 

south as TemS beeu ^ keu as ^ 

daim for S l ngapore IsKi u 1 mi f^' co ' ^ ■ « il j L an urisu PP Drted 

Checklist, No.lao) Rob"1 so Tfisia. r ?fr d r d 113 dubious <** 

-Lonimami Hwf a S i (191U 7) lists a specimen of the 
^ C!lken ia 
ssm "“ vt , 

A. ; ( I a’a tfen identif ie y d nl £ 

ml»snnmss 

,,,,, .. Genus Otus Pennant 

“ (Hay 5 ) S " 0ila r ' ,aiayanus - p ™^bly resident in very 

„ . Lifer Scops Owl. • Sma11 ' ,Umbers - 

13 ‘ (HorS' ) bakJtam “' liL Ien ' tl, *- ii Resident.* Common in 
Collared Scops Owl. 0Pe ' 1 W °° ded areas - 

-j 1 Genus Rubo D.tunerii 

ttoT ateU “ (Raffles) ’ O^aaional visitor. Foma! 

records in UM.; July 
J^ 3 (c.nJc.) and June 

0 Genus Ketupa Lesson 

PM I, Owi ket “ |ra Rodent, small numbers. 

Genus Wmx. Hodgson 

(Ejltol maIi!l:CC ' ,,>iS “*■* Fairly common. 

Malayan I-Iawk-Owl. ■ ^ numerous 1!la » 

(J99 t Genus Asio Brisson 

~~ thoiar^r (P0,,L> - recent 


a, “ " * *■ p T J- ’-■S-'-.-JM t 

rorenal records, January 
1930 (/J ureftased sk in) r 
and November [940 
(Mole&tuort.h) t 


[1B4] 
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Family Podargidae 

The B31. eat. lists a skin of Gould’s Frogmouth, R stolls t us 
(CouIlE): No, 224, said to have come from Singapore (Could 
coll.): it seems most unlikely that the bird is actually on the 
is] a] id. 

Kami ly C a pri M u lg idae 
Genus Eurostopodus Could 

226, Eurostop odus temminckii Resident; common in open 
Could, country, away from the 

Grekteared Nightjar. town. 

Genus Capri in ulgus Linne 

229. Caprimulgus macrurus !hma~ Resident ;* common, occur- 
euIndus Peaks ring in the larger gar- 

Lungtailed Nightjar, dens as well as open 

country. 


Family APODIDae 
Genus CoSJocalia G. K, Gray 

3b Collocalia frantic a javcnsis Resident,* small numbers; 
l breeding Robmson Hoad, 

Greyrumped Swiftlet. near the centre ol' the 

town. 

15. Collocalia esculenta cyanop* Resident, small numbers, 
tila Oberh. - * 

WhitebelHed Swiftlet. 


Genus Ilirund-Apus Hodgson 


Occasional visitor. Resident 
in small numbers on 
the islands adjacent to 
Singapore* 


237. Hirund-apuH g. gigantea 
(Temm.), 

Spine hi il Swift, 


Genus Chaetura Stephens 


Resident, in small numbers 


238. Chaetura UmrupygiaEis 
(Blyth). 

Greyrumped Spine tad 
Swift. 


Bull. Raft', Mas., 0, 1&31, PP : listeJ a 

Lin; MLibyan checklist (up. cit. r 30, 104U), Fo. 
iu;t' with J.Jr. SircscniEmn I weuM U 1 >W pin 
i;m PLEunsula birds as jhijbtuHji not umceliflrm- 








c. A h GIBSON-Hlli 
Genus Apng Scop oli 

mtST 1,ltd,kUS (Uth ' ) - w ; uter visitor, small num . 



, J-Ji* ViJi+Hiff, 

subsp. 

In l migrant Swift 

21 °- ,j*P u « aJJinis aubfurcatua 
(Blyth), 

Ilouse-Swift 


-- a 111111- 

bci-s. NTc formal records 
on which to determine 
the subspecies (see 
Checklist P- H 2 ). 
Resident. 1 * Plentiful in 
inhabited areas. 


^ Genus Cypsiurus Lesson 

j ; ' I ’ a, VUS inruraatus Rodent* Moderately com- 

Palm Swift B10 i L coa5ta ^ districts 

and adjacent areas. 

Family H em i pro c n idak 
Genus Hemiproene Nifcssch 

■ 4Z fertlsST" !unSip,; “ 1 ^ har - Resident.* Common end 
n ' / widely spread in lioMtu 


■ 

; wmM 


I:.! -.L 

ffl ■ si: m 


terJf SLres ^eaiubiit- Common and 

C-ted^e-Swift. M&tt 9 tfc 

243 - ( & r ° Cne " "“*■ ^KaSn 

Whitewhlskered Tree-Swift. ” nCar forcst coul,try ' 

Family TkogomspaE 

(211J Harpactes k. kusumba (Rallies)—Hume coll (also 
m Hume 1879 : 48). 

' “ 4ri? H. dia.rdii Sumatra mis Bins,—Ilume & Gould coll, 
(also 1 lume f ioc. eit .), 

(ajG) H -„ 0i wrhpphaeua (Cob. & Heine)—Gould col] 

(locality queried). 

i Th,m T K ( \ f ' J ?- tWt) * ' dt !east nre resident in small numbers on PuHu 
1 ■ nd " t ' S e3 5 tremoJy that they are 

those in the p{f app ^ to any records more recentthW, 

here. B ' M ’ aJ1< t ljird * are accordingly not listed 

Family Alcedinjdae 

*' uur t? 1 ® kingfishers given below, Mos. 253 <>56 ^7 
2b2 are certainly resident in parts of the Malkv 4uus' hut tw 
to ** o»hr vWton. to our area. The fifth K 
~ J r the E Uncapped Kingfisher, may possibly be breeding in the 


Case] 


Boll. Raffus 


■ f 

Is 1 




-ffi-i-sSl 
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northern states, but at present is known formally in the Malay 
Peninsula only from October to the beginning of May; during 
this period it is fairly common in alJ suitable localities. 

Genus Alcedo Linne 

250. Alcedu alibis bengalensis Resident in small numbers; 

Gmel. augmented by winter 

Indian Common Kingfisher. visitors, Oct ober-M arch, 

and then plentiful in 
coastal mangrove areas. 

251. Alee do men in ting verrauxii Resident, in very small 

De La Berge, numbers, found near and 

Deepblue Kingfisher. in the more heavily 

* wooded arcius. 

Genus Ceyx Lacepede 

2o3. Ceyx e. erithaeus (Linn r ), Scarce winter visitor. 

Black backed Kingfisher, 

25d* Ceyx r„ rufidorsum Resident in very small 

Strickland, numbers, Bit kit Timah 

Redbacked Kingfisher. area. 

Genua Pelargopsis Gloger 

256. Pclargopsis cape lists make- • Winter visitor, small num- 
censis (Sharpe). bers; more numerous 

Storkbilled Kingfisher. on the larger off-lying 

islands 


Genus Lace do Reichenbach 


2o7, Laredo gi. pulchellu (HorsL). 
Banded Kingfisher. 

Genus Halcyon 

258b. Halcyon co roman da minor 
(Temm. and Schleg.). 

Ruddy Kingfisher. 

259. Halcyon smyrnemis fvusca 
(Bodd.). 

Whitebreasted Kingfisher. 

260. Halcyon pikata (Bodd.). 
Blackcap ped Kingfisher. 

261. Halcyon c Id oris luimii 

Slmrpe. 

White collared Kingfisher. 


Scarce winter visitor. 

Swains on 

Resident, in small numbers, 
in mangrove areas. 

Resident, v plentiful in open 
country, orchards and 
gardens; the commonest 
kingfisher in our area. 

Winter visitor, fairly com¬ 
mon, Odober-March, 

Resident,* very common in 
the mangrove belt and 
adjacent districts; well 
known in gardens up to 
3—1 miles from the sea. 


MUET. 21, 1949. 
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-ij-, Halcyon c. eoncreta 
(Temni.)„ 

(-lies tn u tcollared 
ICingflsIier, 


Occasional visitor. 


Family MerqpidaR 


2GL 
2 £>5. 


Conus Morons Lint id 


Merops sujwrcih'osiis philips 
pmus Linn. 

Brownbreasted Befeater. 
Heiuijs v, viridis Linn. 

Bluethrented Bee-eater. 


Wilder visitor, September 
. April, plentiful 

ni open country, 
Kesideut,* common in open 
country; subject Lt> sea- 
sonal_ movements, and 
seemingly less numerous 
m some areas dun ay win¬ 
ter montluj. 


Family CORACIlBAi; 


CcmjE Eurystomus Vieillot 


Eurystomus o. mien tabs 
(Linn.). 

Brpadbilled Boiler 


-S^r, Kurystomus oriental is ahum 
elms Ripley, 

Chinese Broadbill&d Roller. 


Resident In small numbers, 
seen mostly in. clearings 
on the edge of heavily 
wooded areas; probably 
augmented by winter 
visitors, October-April. 

Winter visitor. Fairly com¬ 
mon In open country and 
Cie same habitats ns No. 

above, from hitc 
October to April, 


Family Eucerotidae 

the t‘„1 n ^ 5e T' ? 1 S iy lhat » hornlwll occurs in our are* at 
Singapore Jskmi m, FT™ have !j ™ n horded fVora 

Anlhiacoecroa nutlayar.ua (BlyLh), the Black Hon,bill, which is 
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yet encountered one on the island. 

Family Capitowitae 

Th^re are old records for three additional barbets. ^elham 
nm- 390) says that he Encountered the Coppersmith LaiLel, 



the birds are 


Singapur 
not here now. 

Genus Megalaima G, R. Gray 


2 fj 4 . Me^ididmo rafflesii mabyem 
sis (Chnsd). 

M a [iy-coloured Barbel. 

jrid. Merabi run australis duvuii’ 
ceiil (Less.). 

Little iktrbet. 


Resident, Present in small 
numbers, mostly in thick¬ 
ly wooded country* Com¬ 
mon on Puktu II bin. 

Resident, in small numbers, 
in thickly wooded areas 
round Eukit Tim;dm 


Genus Calor humph us Lesson 


Resident. Not uncommon 
in swampy coastal jungle. 


291. Calorhamphus fuliginosus 
Imyli (J, E. Gray), 

Brown Barbet. 

Family PiCIDAE 

and Gould colb but iL i,JiS not been ™P orU - d subsequently. 

GLemis Mieropternus TSlyth 
295. Miciopternus b^hym- 

Botanic Gardens, 



hi US, SI. 194U. 


M r 
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Resident, in small numbers. 
Seen mostly among 
casuarinas and mangrove 
in the coastal zone, parti¬ 
cularly on the north auk 
of the island. 

Resident. Occurs locally in 
■small numbers in souls of 
tire less disturbed wooded 
areas. 

Resident* Not very com¬ 
mon ; occurs both in the 
mangrove zone and Eukii 
Tim ah forest reserve. 

Resident. Small numbers, 
seen mostly in or near the 
mangrove zone; also re¬ 
ported from 1 hikit Timah 
Forest Reserve. 


Genus Dinopium Ralinesque 

Din op in ni j. javunense Resident. 

(Ljurigh). 

Gold unbacked Three toed 
Woodpecker. 

Dinopiuni latflesii penman 
la re {H esse.). 

Oily chucked Three toed 
Woodpecker, 


Resident, Locally distri¬ 
buted, in small numbers, 
in thickly wooded areas. 


Genus Moiglyptes Swain sod 

Mriglyptes Iristis grammi- Resident. Occurs mostly in 
thorax. (Math.). thickly wooded areas; not 

h’ul vo usru mped num erou s. 

Woodpecker, 

Meiglyptes t. tukki (Less.)* Resident. Occurs in wooded 
JJud'iLecked Woodpecker. areas "away from the 

eoiist; not plentiful. 

Genua MiiHenpicus Bonaparte 

Mli lie ri pic us p. pulveru lentils Resident Seen mostly in 
(Temm.), swampy, wooded areas 

Great Slaty Woodpecker, near the coast; not com- 

tnou. 


seen 
hig i 
mu S' 


Bull. Kafflcs 
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Genus Dryiienpns Goie 


310. Dryoeopus j, javensis 
(HorsfJ. 

Gneat Black Woodpecker. 


Resident, but rather scarce. 


HlV 1 IJl 


Genus Dendrocnpus Koch 

111. Dtudntcopoii can[capillus stu- Resident, 
ritus (Eyton). 

Pygmy Woodpecker. 


312 Dendracopos m. moluccemis 
(GmeL). 

Lesser Pygmy Woodpecker, 


in very small 
numbers; seen mostly in 
open v.ooded areas. 

Resident,* Common in 
some coastal areas; fre¬ 
quents gardens in parts 
of the suburbs. 


Genus Hemicireus Swninson 


313, Hemicircus concrelus riordi- 
dus (Byton), _ 

G rey-and-B u ft \V oo d pee .i e s , 


Resident, but rather scarce. 


Genus CUrysocolaptcs Blyth 

\ 1H. Chrysooolaptes validus van-, K^lent bnt TO 

,h &»Wp« k e, ta°he»vily "wooded area*. 


31Tb. Clirj'socobiptcs lucidus cher- 
stmesus Kloss, 

Goldenb&eked Fourtoed 
Woodpecker. 


Resident, but very rare. 
Known in our area only 
by the paratype and two 
specimens 16 and 1" 

May, 10'0* t^-^F Johore 

Mus, t.vlL ). 


. Family Eurylalmjbae 

Hume (187!): GO) lists two other broadbills the Blnek-and- 
Vellow Broadbill, No. 322, Eurylaimua o. ochrorn^ Rollles. 0 
i. Dusky Btoaobffi, No. 324, Corydun s. s »^,^ us jht twe 

moil recent record is over 2b yeais old. 


yus. 21, 1949. 
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Genus Calyptomena Raffles 


3lSa* Culyptomena v* vmdis Resident, but very rare b 

Raffles, our area. Most likely to 

Green Broudbill, be seen in the Eukit 

Tun ah forest reserve; 

last reported December 
191L Formerly seen 

occasionally in the Be- 
tan ic G a id e ns (R Bley, 
1838: 85), 

Genus QymbirJiynchus Vigors 

320. Cymbirhynehua macrorhyn- Resident. Scarce, but Ike 
chas nmUtccensis SaEvad, most plentiful of the 

LUac k-and-lied Eroadbilt. broadbills on Singapore 

Island, 

Genus tiuryininmH Hors field 

323, Eurylaimus javaulcus paid- Resident, but very litre; 

du.s Clnis, most likoEy to be encouii- 

Banded TlroadhilL terud in open wooded 

country. 

Family i J ITT lDAE 
Genua Pitta Vieillot 

32(5. Pitta gnmutinu eticcinea Resident, but not common. 
Eyton, Usually frequents sivam- 

Redheaded Pitta. py, wooded areas* 

32m. Pitta brachyura cyanuptera Winter visitor, November- 
Temm. March; nut very plcntb 

Lesser Eluewfnged Pitta. fuL 

323, Pitta mvgarhyndm Sehleg* Resident/ m small nutu- 

Large Bluewinged Pitta, bers, occurring in tlie 

mangrove belt, 

330. Pitta sordida cukullata Scarce winter visitor. 


Pit hi g rami tin a cocci i\ea 
Eyton, 

Redheaded Pitta. 

Pitta brachyura cyanoptera 
Temm. 

Lesser Bluewmged Pitta, 

P i i tii n io ga rl ly ncha Sc h leg * 
Large Bine winged Pitta. 


Pitta sordida cukullata 
Hartl, 

C reenbreasted ritta. 


Family HmUNPINiDAE 

Genus De Helton llorsficld and Moore, 

331, Delichou urbicu dasypus Probably a scarce winter 
(Bpi). visitor. Only one record* 

Japanese House-Martin. Raffles Place, November 

1948 (F. G. H. Allen, 
visual), 
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Genus Hi rondo Linne 

332. Hi run do rustiea gutturals Winter visitor, plentiful 

™0p. late Aiifmaf: in Anvil 


.[•"astern Swallow. 

333. Hirimdo fa hi Lira ahbottj 
(Oberh,)* 

Resident Swallow. 


late August to April 

Resident* Common, bul¬ 
losa numerous than No. 
332 above during the 
winter months. 


Fa mi iy C a M fePh act da e 
Germs Tephrodornis Swainaon 

33-]tu Tephrudorais guluris fre ten- Resident; Formerly occur- 


sis Rub. & Kloss. 
Wood-Shrike. 


ring in small numbers in 
the Bukit Timah area, 
and assumed to be still 
present. 


Genua Coradim Vleillot 


337. Coraeina striata sumatrensis 
(S. Mull.). 

Barred Cuckoo-Shrike. 

338a, Coraeina limbriata culminate 
(A r Kay). 

lesser Grey Cuckoo-Shrike, 


Resident. Small numbers 
occurring locally in dry 
coastal scrub. 

Resident, Fairly common 
in wooded areas away 
from the coastal belt. 


Genus i milage Boie 

311 Lalage n. nigra (Forst.). Resident* Fairly plentiful 

Tied Cuckoo-Shrike. in upon wooded country; 

often seen in gardens. 

Genus Poricroeuttis Bole 

3-12, Pcricmcotus ruseus divari- Winter visitor, late October 
cato* (Raffles), to early April* Fairly 

Ashy Mini vet common* 

3M. Pent coco tus i* igneu.s Blyth, Resident, but not common. 
Fiery Mini vet. Seen mostly in wooded 


to early April* Fairly 
common* 

Resident, but not common. 
Seen mostly in wooded 
coastal areas. 

Resident in small numbers; 
found mostly in heavily 
wooded areas. 


Slab. Peric recoins Jl mu me us xan- 
Mioguster (Raffles). 

Scarlet Mini vet. 


Family Dicrukidae 
Genus Dicrurus V lei hot 


3 Id Dierurus nnnectans 
(Hodgs.R 

Crovvbilled Orongo. 


Winter visitor, fairly com¬ 
mon October to March, 


Mas. 21, 1949. 


1163 } 


C, A r GIBSON-HILL 


348. 1 Heratus ucneus m&layensis Resident, in small numbers; 

(Blyth). found mostly in open 

Bronzed Brongo, ■ wooded areas. 

Genus Dissent urns Ginger 

350a. Disaemuius paradise us pin- Resilient. Fairly common 
Lurus (Vie Ell.}. in open wooded country; 

Large Racquet-tailed plentiful round the 

Brongo. MacEitchle and Peirce 

reservoirs, and on Bukh 
T Email* 


Family Ohiolidai-: 


Genus Oriolus Lintie 

351L. Oriulus rhinensls muculatus Resident." 
VieilJ. some ar 

Blacknaped Oriole. gardens 


Otiolus x. xnnthonolus 
Her si*. 

Black headed Oriole. 


Resident.'* Plentiful la 
some areas, especially in 
gardens and orchards oil 
the outskirts of the town. 

Resident. Very scarce sad 
confined to the tluckly 
wooded ureas. Last re¬ 
po 3’ted in 1941; probably 
disappearing ' from our 


Family Corvidae 
Genus Platysmurus Ilekhenbach 
Platysmuius I. feucopterus P rob ably rt 
(Ttunm.). numbers, 

White winged ’Black Juv. ■ wooded 


Probably resident it! small 
numbers, frequenting 
wooded coastal areas. 
No formal records, but 
reported ■ visually on 


several occasions. 


Genus Corvus Liiine 

359, Corvus m. macro rliynchos Resident, Not common, but 
Wagb now seen fairly frequent- 

Largeljilied Crow. ly in open wooded ureas 

round the town' sea ice 
before the war. 


Family TlMALllDAH 

There are old records of varying probity for six other bab¬ 
blers. In all instances it would seem fairly certain that the bird 
is not here now. The records are esc riba ble to the following 
birds, 

(368) Pellorneum capistnilum nigrocupilaturn {EytonJ — 
ILM. cat. (Wallace coll.). 
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GIRDS OP SINGAPORE ISLAND 

(Glyth) -type only 
(3S2) Kemipfc striata (Blyth)-ljrpc only (Glyth, 1842- 

(38s) “«*«“ P- *““<?“« Jard. and Selb.-cat. Mas. E. 

(o qo\ 0 *l * ( Hoi ’ a teId a tut Moore, 1854: 225) 

*“ch.yris nigncollig erythrmtolus (Blyth)_BM 

<Biytln°{^9?14^. al “ CaU Wus ' A - S - BeD * ai 

Stachyris maculata pectoralis (Blyth)—E M cat 
(Gould colt.). 

te] addition the Brown headed Tree-Babbler Nn ^7-7 

.eawffsr, 

sas, “lAri.™*~ i ci “ *■* »»«»? s 

Genus Maiiicocinda Blyth 

37 dlm ? t““ lllda mal:l "™ sis liesident, in small numbers, 

■ ■ Aum »»». aaar is?**. a 

Bukit Tim all forest 

S71 - ,£*?“ *'■ ™ stri,tum Restdoiit^ occurring mostly 
\r t> _ , . . in tile mangrove bell■ 

Mangrove Brown Babbler. fairly common, 

37!a 'i 4 in!n‘T indi ' abbotti oliTa “ a Resident, occurring most- 
lOLi iu\j. ly in secondary wooded 

Common Brown Babbler. areas, Common* - 


Genus Turctinus Blyth 

Tuidinus m. macrodactylus Resident, in very small 


(^triekL). numbers, in swamnv 

Baj^e:footed V\ r reu Babbler, wooded areas’ possibly 

now occurring only on 
the north side of the 
island* 

Genus Macron us Jar dine and Selby 

Macron, is e . gularis flesident, mostly seen in 

[.rioihi.j , coastal scrub; common 

i d low breasted Tit Babbles in these areas. 

Genus Stadiyris Blyth 

Si achy ns e* erythropteru Resident, occurring mostly 

■ i - , m t iV ' dry scrub; fairly 

Redw mged 1 ree Babbler, common. 


Mus. 21, lfl49. 
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Family JEgjthinidae 


1 


Genus /Egithma VieiJJot 


413. JEgithinu v. viridissima 
(Bp), 

Green Iora. 

4 Mb. yKgithina liphia singapuren- 
Chits and Kloss. 

Common lorn. 


Resident, in small number^ 
occurring mostly ia 
thickly wooded areas, 
3Les ident.* C ommon in 

scrub, u re hards and slmb 
Jar open wooded areas. 


Genus ChloropsLs Jardine and Selby 

■ 31 Ga Cl i Io rups is e. cy a no pe-on Resident, in small n umbers 
[iemm.). probably confined to the 

Le ^ei- Green Leaf-Bird. Eukit Tim all forest area. 

417 ' CWoropsis sonnemti zusle- Resident. Fairly common 
rops vug. ^ i n wooded, but not eulib 

Greater Green Leaf-Bird. vuted, areas, including 

the mangrove belt 

-US. ^ Chloropsis cochinchinensia Resident, in small numbers, 
jcierocephnla Less. in open wooded areas 

B1 ue w inged 1 jsaf-E i rd. 



Genus Irena Horsneld 


Irena puclla malayensis 
Horsf. and Moore. 

Fairy Bluebird, 


Resident, occurring in small 
numbers in the more 
heav il y w coded areas; 
common on Eukit Timak 


Family Pycnonotidae 

There are old single records for two additional bulbuls which 
nave nth been confirmed subsequently, and which are not accepted 
here. They are aaeribable to the following birds, 

N21) Eyemmotus eutilotus fJard, and Selb.) — the type 
(Jardine and Selbv, 1836: pL 3). 

(122) Pycnoiwtus melandeucos (Eyten)—E. M. eat. (Pur- 
chased). 

On the other hand, the Ydlowcrowned Bulbul, No. -129 
T ycnonotus zeyiumeus (Gmel.), lias not been recorded from 
Singapore Island, though it might well have occurred here in the 
past, or even be .still in our area. It has been reported from 
Pulau Ubliu 

There is a visual record of a third introduced bulbul, but at 
present no indication that it is breeding on the island Two 


Bull. Raffles 


examn 

.sae H 
Kalan 
subset 
tins ut 
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examples of Hartert’i "’■ 

we f° seen together 
M ran ff Alport on 8 April, 1919 


I13LA34U 

f “'“^F Bulbul ' Pycnonotua sinenafa f, 

™ op™ scrubby ground 
lb, G. I:L Alien)* They 

by " 

, Getlus Pycnonolns Boic 

" Jl ITaan!™* 118 3 ' l * trl# ® ps Besideut, in small num 

Blimklieaded Bulbul. SL.^»_SMS.. 1 


,3 sum 


parently maintaining it- 
Re]! before the recent 
war; very few - post- 
occupation records. 

As for No. 427 above, lout 
,y i_i f & vv pairs were 
detected. It has not been 
reported since the war 
and may have disap¬ 
peared. 

Reside,U.- Widespread, in 
nl£ Kinds of open wooded 
country; one of the com! 
monm birds on the is¬ 
land. 

Resident.* Common in 
secondary wooded areas 
and behtkar away from 
the town, 

lira i d ent. Common and 
widespread in the more 
Imekiy wooded areas. 
Resident. Fairly common 
m the more thickly 
wooded areas, 
ery thropthah Resident. Not uncommon, 

mum S? lesft Plentiful than 

iown RoIbuL the preceding two 

species. 


^ Rycnonohis cafer aurlgastei 
(V iciJJ.). 

Golden vented Bulbul. 


Tnort 

ieai; 


4 SI. Rycnonotus goiavier perse 
natua (Hume). 

Yellow vented Eulbul 


C. A. GIBSON-HILL 


Genus CTiniger Temminck 

4 ISO, Criniger p. phueoccphulus Formerly resident, occur* 
(Hartk). ring in fairly thickly 

Whitcthroated Bulbul, wooded country; possibly 

still present, but there 
nre no recent records for 
it 

Genus Micros eel is Cray 

■142, Mic rosed is a. olivacea Blytli. Resident Fairly common 
Crested Olive Bulbul, in open wooded areas. 

Family Tukdidae 

There are also single records of two thrushes not otherwise 
known from the Malaysian sub-region, hi both cases they must 
have been escaped birds, and they are not accepted here, flume 
11879: 156) lists a Singapore specimen of TurthiK naumaiuii 
Temm. Kclham (18R1: 510) records a specimen of Turdus ruti- 
collis Pall, which Davison had shown to him, saying that it was 
shot in Singapore. 

Genus Copaythus Wagler 

150, Copsych us saularis music us Resident.* Widely distri- 
(Ha files), bated and plentiful in 

Magpie Robin, open wooded areas, is* 

eluding orchards and 
gardens, but rather leas 
noticeable than before 
the war. 

451, OopsychuB niaJabnricus mu I- Resident in small numbers, 
topercnus Oberh, occurring mostly in the 

Common Shama. more thickly wooded 

areas round the centre of 
the island. 

Genus Saxicula Bechstein 

■155. Saxicola torquata stejnegeri Rare vagrant. Visual re- 
(Parrot). cord 11 and 12 Novem- 

Siberian Stone-Chat. her, 1918 (Bromley) ; 

also reported by Kloss 
(sec Robinson, 1910] 17, 
footnote to 503), 

Genus Turdus LinnC 

458. Turdus o, obsctirus Cmel, Scarce winter visitor. 
Dusky Thrush. 
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ISIHDS OF SINGAPORE ISLAND 

Family Sylviidae 
Genus Cisticola Kaup 

m< t Cislicolu jimridis mulayn Resident.* Very pi 

Snaked Faniail Warbler. Snd. 1 ^ ° f 
Genus Prinia Hors field 

m Prinia fiaviventria ru files! Resident,* Comma 

YeUowbeliied areas °^ n S™ 

C5J . sparsely inters] 

wren-Waibler, xviEK scrub vegetal 

Genus Lncu^tella Kaup 

^ J (Temm > eUa 1 ™ e<>Jata Scarce winter visitor 

Streaked Grasshopper- 
Warbler* 

Genus Acrocephalns Nfiumann 
-1A Ac i ocep Ei llIlj * a ru ndinace us, VV in ter v is ito r, fai rl v 
onenta is Ucinm. & Schleg*), mon in swampy eo 
.ileal Reed-Warbler. From Hotelier tn a 


E --'- Ortho tmnm serkeus hespc- Kes 

nus Oberh. p 

[Jedhended Tailor-Bird. w 

-IH. Orlhotomus sepium ruficepa Res' 

(Less,)* ct 

_ Ashy T ailor-Bird, m 

1_ nacribu bit to ttit Alaskan race, f 

al6 “ rH jn:hi«j? Singapore Island; c: 
liactircruri ;t, collect! one of I\ bo-rctilig fro jo th 
the ilh] a.ntia nj the Malacca Strtiii. 



c. Ah ClBSQN-tfJLL 

Family Muscicafidaje 

The Maroonbreasted Flycatcher, No, 513, Drymophik vekti 
taesja {Less.) t s recorded by Salvadori (1874: 139) t quoting* 
-j]jd in the Gould collection. It is nunnaljy an inhabitant of Lhe 
more densely wooded sections or' forest country, and may posgjbU 
have been on Singapore island a hundred years am Tltere are 
no subsequent records. " e iUv 

Genus Rhipidura Vigors and Horsfield 

1S7 + Rhipidum javanicn tongi- Resident. Widely spread 

and fairly common in 
lied Fantafl-Flycatcher. op£n yvooded country-, 

including gardens and 
orchards away from die 
town; very common in 
mangrove arenis, 

Genua Muse tea pa Brisson 

401. Musdcapa I. latkoslris Winter visitor, plentiful 

tKjameaj, a rut widely distributed 

Hrown Flycatcher. from October to the h*. 


IKamesj, and widely distributed 

thrown Flycatcher. from October to the be¬ 

ginning of April, 

non. Muscieapa r. rufigastni Resident, Apparently re- 

(ItAdlea), stricted to the mangrove 

Mangrove Flue Flycatcher. belt, where si is fairly 

plentiful. 

Genus Drymophiia Temminck 

o!2. Urymophila p. pyrhoptera Resident. Fairly common 
(lemm.)* _ in scrub and wooded 

Lhestnutwinged Flycatcher. areas. 

Genus Hypothytnis Roie 

-A la_Rypothy mis axil rea prop ha ta Resident* in small numbers. 

■d!': 1l i Frequents scrub and 

Jsmcknaped Blue Flycatcher* thickly wooded areas. 

T l 

Genus Terps ip hone Gloger 

olrta Terpsiphone paradisi aft in is Scarce visitor, Said to 
(r.ilyth), have been resident on 

Resident Paradise the island formerly. 

My catcher. 

•p>lhe. Terpsiphone paradisi incei Scarce winter visitor* 
(Gould)* 

Chinese Paradise 
Flycatcher, 
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j^ilu vdata 
P/j noting a 
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Imay possibly 
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jdelv spread 
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p country* 

ftid^tLs and 
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I common In 


Tr plentiful 
distributed 

-■ to the ]x> 

pril 

arently rt- 
C mangrove 
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; )y common 

td wooded 


ft numbers, 
ci’ub and 
3 areas. 


Said to 
isident on 

Tierjy. 


Genus Pachycephaia Vigors 


51L h^f^ pklk cilierea bulEl " Fairly common 

™ . ; m ^ mangrove belt and 

Flycatcher- its immediate neighbour- 

MiriKe. hooch 

Family Motacullidal 
Genus Motacihu Lin tie 


^tS. Motadlla cinerea mdanopu 
Pali. 

Grey Wagtail. 


510a. Motudlla lluva taivana 
(Swinh,). 

Grcenheacted Yellow 
Wagtail. 

51.9 b, MotadUii Hava simtiJIiam 
Hart. 

B beheaded Yellow Wagtail. 


Winter visitor, common in 
open country from early 
September to March; 
some birds stay on into 
April. 

Scarce winter visitor. 


Winter visitor, occurring 
widely in moderate num¬ 
bo rs from the second half 
of September to early 
May. 


Genus Bendrormntlms Blyth 


Hendrunanthus indicus 

(Gmel.). 

Forest Wagtail, 


Passage migrant, fairly 
widely distributed in 
wooded areas Septembci- 
October and Mareh- 
April ; some birds present 
all through the winter. 


Genus An thus Bechstein 


122. Anthua novaeseelandiae ma- 
layensis Ey Lon, 

Malay Pipit. 


Resident, * Plentiful in 
grassland and similar 
open country. 


Family LAN f! DAL 

Hume (lS7£rr 57) lists a specimen ascrlliable to tiie Grey- 
3jacket] Shrike, Ko, 123, Laniu^ hitch bentet Horsf., which is 
said to have been taken on Singapore Island, The bird h a 
rather scarce resident in the not them Malay States, and there arc 
no other formal records south of Kuala Lumpur. It seems prob- 
ablf that the skin is wrongly localised. 


it- FIaj-tt F-s 


Mus, 21 , 1 & 4 U. 
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m 


Genus Leu i us Linnc 
524 * Larrius crista his Linn. 

su bsp. ’ v } } x \ e | VJSj f 01 5 occit rri n g 

Bniwij Shrike ! alr y , wl # ,y fl ' om Octo- 

ber to end of April 

Examples of three raca 
have been taken oq 
bmgapoxe Island (L. t, 
cristatus Liim. f L c. 
luciunensis Liim. t at)t | 
L. c. superciliusus Lath.), 
bul it Es not ul present 
possible to say with 
certainty which is the 
commonest in our area; 
possibly it is the last of 
Lbese, L t c. &uperc-iliosii$ t 
arriving by way of the 
China Sea islands or the 
west coast of Rurneo. 

Winter visitor in small 
numbers, seen mostly in 
shady situations and 
woodland on the borders 
of open country, from 
late September to April. 

Family Stuenidae 

Robinson (19X0: 18) lists “Stumia malabarica (Gm)"and 

, 5 TZ™ U J Je w for lh * *■** p—31 

stiengtli oi information given to him by Dr. Ilanitsch that 

. uesti^n r %o r Odt n ob,°r ?JSf p0r S l 5 ' 3 ’" 1 - The twu ^cimehs in 
iLLesLion tou Uttobci, 1891, und January 1892 both e « \- \ <\ va 

i j sn the Rallies Museum collection; they are immature females 

(Grad.j, No. 528 below. TMnbltalsohkS 
no cognisance of Gracupku m. melatioplera (DaudJ and V 
hicolor (Horsf.), which would seem Lo be based on a sincly 

i=r» ■■ « 

Genus Aphmfc Gould 

S26. AplonLs panayensis strigatus Resident i 
Vliorsf-L 


-■25. Lanins ligrinus Drap. 
1 li ick billed Sh ri k e r 


GI ussy Tre e-Stai l in g. 


plentiful 
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Genus S turn us Linne 

527. Sturous stuminus (Pall.). 

Daurian Starling;. 


328. Slur mis sinensis (Gmeh). 
Clrinesc Starling. 


Winter visitor from about 
the middle of September 
to March. The numbers 
vary considerably, but 
large docks are some¬ 
times seen* 

Winter visitor, varying in 
numbers much as No. 
527 above dues* 


Genus AcridulhercK Vieillot 


530a. Aclidotheres fuse us to rq nu¬ 
bia (Davison). 

BuJfalo Myna. 

530b. Act idutherea fuse us javani- 
eus (Cab.). 

Javanese Myna. 

532, Acridotheres t. tristis 
(Linn.) * 

Common Myna. 


Resident. Fairly common 
in some areas on the 
outskirts of the town. 

Introduced before 1EI2 5 
(Chasen, 1925: 73). 

Now flourishing and 
well-established. 

.Resident. * Plentiful in a 
few a reas. A ppa rent ly 

a recent spread south¬ 
wards down the Malay 
Peninsula. 


Genus Gracnla Linne 

533, Gracula r. rcligiosa Linn. Resident, in small numbers 

Tiong. in the w f uoded arena 

round Bukit Timah. 

Family Nectamn 1 In aK 

There are also old records for two additional aunbirds and a 
spider-hunter. They have not been confirmed subsequently, and 
are not accepted here. They are ascribable to the following 
birds, i 

(534) Antlireptes s. simplex IS. Miill.) — Salvadori (1374; 

173). 

(535) Antlireples r. rhodolacma Shelley—Ilume (1379; 

56), a trade skin. 

(549) Am eh no Ultra e, ehrysogenys (Temm.)— 11 time 

(1379: 55), and B.M. cat. (Gould coll.). 

On the other hand the Rubycheekcd Sunbird, No, 538, 
Anihrepfes s. singalensis (Gmd.) may possibly be here (fi.de 
Robinson, 1927: 312), and the Greater Yelloweared Spider- 
hunter, No, 548, Arachnathere (lavigaMer (Eyton), which is 
known lo occur on Pulau Ubin. In neither case, however, do 
there appear lo be any formal records available. 


.vies. 21, VM‘X 
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lenus A ^thro P tea Swainson 
m " ni:ilEiC ensis Kesidtfnt 4 
* Sunbird. !” 


^.iimepuss m . macularia 
I’urplenaped Sunbird. 


fienus Arachnotheia Temmmek 

tUtU J in ° them L kn " hustra Heaidem. ] 
Little' Spider-hunter. fgfgjj 

(R^henb?™ crass #» T « 
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550 r Arachnothera all infs mod¬ 
es la (Eyton), 

Grey breasted 
Spider-hunter. 


Resident,* 

beis in 
country. 


m 


small iiurn- 
open wooded 


"j 52. 


554. 




556. 


Common 


in 
£ii id 


Family Dicaeidae 
G enus Dieueum Cuvier 
Dicaeum cruentatum igm- Resident** 
lum (Begb.). cultivated areas 

tk.'ill'1 etbacked secondary woodland, 

Flower-pecker. 

Dicaeunt L trigonuaiigmum Resident. Very common in 
(Scop,)* open areas where there 

u m ngeb ell led are flowering trees and 

Flower-pecker. shrubs* 

Dicaeum e. chrysorrhcum Resident, in small numbers. 
Tern in. 


Ye How vented 
Flower-pecker. 
Dicaeum con color 
nwm Lomu 
Plaincoloured 
Flower-pecker. 


Seen 

scrub. 


mostly in open 


hornea- 


Resident. Not common in 
Mataya, and in our area 
■known from only two 
specimens, July 1893 
{f-vmfc.) and 15 January 
{Tan Kittn Site), 

Genus Anaimos Reichenbaeh 

559. Anaimus m, maculates Resident in small numbers, 
(Temrn), occurring mostly in 

Yellow throated thickly wooded areas. 

Flower-pecker 

Family Zosteeopidae 
G enus Zosterops Vigors & Hors field 
562 a, Zosterops palpebrosa wil- Resident." Common in 
IiamsDni Rob and Kloss. mangrove areas along 

Const White-Eye the coast, and in open 

wooded localities, includ¬ 
ing large gardens, several 
miles inland. 

Family Ploceidae 

Hume (1880: 118) recqyds the Scarlet Amanda vat, Aman- 
daVEi nmundava (Linn.), as plentiful on Singapore Island when 
Davison was ^ collecting for lum, giving the names Eatrelda 
amanduvu (Linn.) and E. Ilavidiventiis Wallace, bur lie is of the 


.MU 3 . 11, 1040. 
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to hare been able to They d " not appear 

not feral on the island in the inter'w^ 63 ’ ant l t,ley were certaiajy 
e '«, still occur, IJrobabVif f rT^' pen °f Es ™I*s do. h™. 
Puntarn (Howf. , which is taDW-ted h. f® Anll,t,dala umandava 
bud. R c. H. AJ]eri anV^l i ! V? L rae ? lumhera a® a caijed 
records of a pair (,? v J of Am°^\ 1J oat-war visual 

bum^ood of the Kakmg airp“t but f ? 0JU 

i Sit; birds; are breeding-there, r there is ou indication that 


r f-f „ Gtnu^ Passer Linne 

sfateiT 1 ^ Resident.* 

Malaya,, Trrc-Sparrow. SL'Ei 


w L ^ itle| y spread 
4,111 y.W plentiful in u,e 
neighbourhood of human 
habitations. May also 
™ F : Away from them, 
* nri J3 possibly the mass 

numerous resident bini 
on the island. 


5GS p IT Genus Pad da Reichenbneh 
, J S^"~ (Linn) - - 


r . Genus Munia 

BlytT ,il atrici ^ *iensis 
_ tflaekheaded Munlm 
iih1 ' w* nmj a (Linn.), 

_ ro ^hiteheadsd Mania, 

Lj> ' Pu net u lata ire f emus 

Spotted Munia. 

6G,> - 3ub ~i- 

■SI i l ii" j j t;.i J1G d Munia. 
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strioted lo the town area 
wiiert it mixes freely 
'X J th No. 504 above. Less 
plentiful since the war. 

still common in tt 
number of localities, 

Hodgson 

Resident.* Fairly common 
or near ope!.- grass- 

Resident* in parts plenti- 
I Ul on open grassland 
Resident.* Plentiful on 
uptm grassland and 
tM’tukar, especially no;tj 
b umn] i habitations ; en_ 
teis gardens freely, 
Resident. Occurs mostly in 
teimpong areas and 
gi;a^a laud | j ite rapersed 

.™ Patches of wood- 
J and. Fairly common, 

b| ,t: less numerous tliat 
the Preceding species. 

Dull, R.vffles 
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570b. Munni leucogaslia leucogas* Introduced* Common in a 
troidcs liorsf. and Moore. few localities* mostly 

Javanese WhitobelliecS scrub or brsiltoiv grass- 

Mimia. land ritar w li$man 

habitations. 

Genus Placeits Cuvier 

573. Ploeeus philippi mis infortu- Resident** Common and 
natus Hart. fairly widely distributed 

Weaver-Finch. ■ on the edges of grass¬ 

land. 

Appendix 

Rii'dd for which t he re is direct evidence of breeding in our 
(H'ea are marked on the foregoing list with an asterisk after the 
designation "Resident”. The following notes summarise the 
data at present available* and where possible give Lhe references 
to published sources or summaries. Records ascribed lo Spittle 
v.ere obtained on tlie Chang! Promontory* at the north-cast 
corner of the island* during his detention there as a military 
prisoner-of-war from 10 December* 1942 to the end of May 1944* 
Data collected by Gibson-IIill in the Bime Road area were obtain¬ 
ed in or near the civilian internment camp adjacent to the golf 
course between May 1U-J-I and August 1945. Some of the records 
Kivcn by Ridley (]89s) arc not accepted here as it is not certain 
ironi lus account that they refer Lo nesting on Singapore Island, 
(a addition, in Ridley's day Lhc Botanic Gardens were larger and 
much more attractive to birds. A few of the species which ho 
saw there, such as the Green Broadbil! 1318a)* are now seldom 
encountered'anywhere on the island. Others like the Southern 
Pied Hornbili (E78) have not been recorded by any subsequent 
author. 

The total amount of information available is disappoint- 
iLLgly small. About 151 birds are almost certainly resident on 
Singapore Island* and. a further 5 are probably resident here.. 
Nevertheless we have records for only 59, and in many species 
these are single notes of one nest or even of llcdgiinga barely able 
to fly. It would seem that at least the great majority of the 
birds breed, or have their peak laying period* somewhere bet¬ 
ween January and August* but in most cases we cannot pin il 
down precisely. There are less than 15 birds for which we have 
over 20 dated Dealing records at the present time* and only ti for 
wluch wo have mure than 40 records (Nob. 240, 333. 431, 4 m 
541a and 568) . 

Ljtr. Bromley (m liit.) ntjinrts locally-bred juveniles seen in die 
spiling majsgrtive area on April* 

'Itj. Spittle (MS notes) re.jinrrs a nest with found on Eukit 

Semliuwiiiiy usitiU.:, near Ghan^i* information from E. K, AElin; 
dare not known.' 
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43. Nest with young rear Eodak, February (Gibson-Hill). 

;4i. Jlid.]£jy (lB99t.7J) records Lreading in ibe fiotame Gardens, tit 
asiEiif aio^t being used fur over !.) years, 

*\\) r Neat reported by MoEesworLh (in Hit.) circa April 1949 : adult 
Ma photographed. mm (1898: 73) gays a pair nested in 
the notunic Gordina tr>r many years, 

73. Three duldita, or part dutches found in-1 along in the Sime 
lioad area, late September and October; two egga found in die 
s;Ui ll' Local j ty in J ililull ry (G ibson-1 h11), 

dirt, Spittle {MS notes) reports a nost with Eggs found by Allin on 
? August; a young chick taken on h January; and parties of 
immature birds stun 24 April and late July. Gihson-Hill (MS 
notee) records remains of a dutch found in La Eon £ in ilm 
Sum' Road area in August, and h single egg, game leea1ity d in 
Uctoiler, Chaaen (1927: 43} says that the breeding unison in 
bingapure appears to ha May-July, 

■ r '- Spittle i .4S notes) reports a juvenile seen in the Ennngi'ove Emit 
on UuLJigi Fromontory on L!J April. Charcn (1927; 
mentions nestlings taker, on Singapore Island in June. 

ti7. Gibson-Hill (MS notes) reports four nests, dutches Ji-6 eggs, 
found on lalang_ and Malaaitima slopes, in cJiei ilime Road urea 
between the beginning of September and the middle of October. 

fJfl. Gibson-Hill {MS notes) reports Ihree nests, dutches 4-5 eggs, 
found in the same area as those of No, in above, between the 
middle of June and the beginning uf July, 

]i"dj r Two chicks seen with an adult in a lalang-covereti valley, Sinie 
ftood area, on 1.0 May | Muluaivurth in lift.). Chosen (l£)27: 7! I 
noi’a that it formerly bred in The Koranic Gardens. 

1,j 3, F. G, H. Alien reports three pain; breeding on Squance Rock 
i Hatu PuLchi o(T Loyang; eggs, 2 c/2 and i e/a,' present on 
12 Juno, my. 

]fj3. CEia>:eti CUV27: 5-1 j report;,- a female taken in February which 
contained fully developed eggs. 

iflil, Spittle {MS notes) reports a nest, witli rile bird sitting, discovered 
by E. K. Alim on H May. Giiison-H ill 'iMS notes) records,- r= 
host in the Sinie Ruud area, eggs hatched 22 June. 

177 r Breeding known widely. Eggs reported for all months from 

February to August. SpEttle iMS rotes) suggests a peek 

laying period from February to April inclusive, 

179, Gibsiui-Hill i MS notes) amE Spittle (MS notes) both report eggs 

or young birds February. March, May and June; Cibson-HiH 

record ti a post-neat juvenile seen early in August, 

Fkju. Chuaen 11327: 1-13) record; a nestling taken from the ncet of 
ihe Common lorn; no other data, 

Sdofa hr. Moles worth found a young fledgling in a lalang slope in the 
Siiue Road area ir. August 1944 '(Gibson-Hill, MS notes)., 

Jilt;. Spittle {MS notes) reports neats with eggt found in March and 
April, and post-nest juveniles found in February, June and 
early October, 

■2lJ, Breeding reported by Ridley (1398 1 78} without precise dais, 
A family parly with two juveniles found in the Si me Iioad 
urea about the middle of July, 19-11 (Gibson-Hill, MS notes}. 

~l!)e. Robinson flb27: d4) reports nestlings taken by F. N. Chaser, on 
23 April; n a other data. 
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Ed** ilS93: ") ->* 

“ the'euetBker‘uM l ttab * KDrd ' Be 

conjirmed !»»*« 194S. but not invcsti^ f u S r ; *"** 

luying period from Ajiril to June Augin*, loasibte peak 
2J1 ' P - * H- AJta „ 

- 4 -' "sEg^Kti^saLSaf vass," —■ ■« *■**■* .*.«» 

“• »! wm* 

am( March (iJibson-Hill, MS nutes}* £ d J'^ruaty 
2Gh S Hati a a n JlJ M ti:d r “ D - 1 ? s - Spittle I IMS notes) report El nest dint 

JES^W a,ld *®SS 

** s p B5JMS6;v w n w 

,|1(?L - r 1 - =0 L l- i .n n^in-d-j) it a on the Kerangotm ftoud 

^ "‘W&iS’ S3E* 1 ™*- «- - O' o U™, in 

m> T s® afe,«- «■* “»>•• 

~ .TftT h the ™‘ !d,c - ^ — 

ik.k J^eetimjfknown widely. Egg* mostly laid Jn the period February 
t ■ -fune m elusive but occasional clutches completed ou^iJ^ 
--LL.se dates, Dou hi ^brooded. Sometime* using the same neat 
::-n> Several record* of breeding, E ? gs mostly laid in the period 
^cbiruary to July rnc!OS!ve, Spittle (MS notes) says that this 
In, cl it. double brooded; EQnwnmes uses the same nest 

3,j16 ‘ Hreediug known widely Eggs laid over period December so June 
at least. Probably doublo-brooJod, 

S J> iltllJ < MS reports an inaccessible nest H probably contain- 

11'K young, _ found m April. Family parties observed hi Sime 
:,ULid area m May and July {tijbsou-Hill, MS notes). The Iiest 
is seemingly dillieult to spot; Ridley (1838: Hh) says that he 
jieyer saw otic though tne lard way certainly breeding in the 
Botanic (-rnrdcjis in his day. 

m ' Bree f [ f wi detv. Spittle (MS notes) reports occupied 

nest a found from the bagi fining of February to the aid of April, 

SS^SSS 6 first peak period* The bird is certainly normally 
double-blooded and there are a number of Teronie rnf mj^n -u.ri■ i■ 
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AbtJ Ceding reported bi- Gibson-Hill Lind Spittle, Eggs normally 

Ljver ]ieno(l March to August Inclusive with the majority of th* 
juLilii active Let ween Jane and August (set Gibson-Kill I95«u|. 
■Jt’S. Spittle {MS notes) reports $ nests \n period April to Jurw. 
tii03cn*H[l] {AlS notes) 2 nests with eggs early June and I 
found on 27 June, 

’SSlfi, Reported breeding Sime Rued area 1344; precise data lost 
< Glbsuu-Hiil H MS notes],. 

-idJ. Se\ i;m] records oi breeding, Eggs. laid over pc-riod I 'ebruurv w 
September. Spittle {MS notes) reports nest building in January 
Probably 3 brauLls In a year (Gibson-Hill, MS notes}, 

■ 523. Spittle (MS notes) reports eggs from March to June, with n«u 
toLusd under construction in February and a fledgling ^fj, id 
July, Double-brooded. 

"}2i), Severn| records of breeding, but without precise data, 

- r .:-i2. Severn I records of bleeding. Spittle (MS notes) reports eggs 
'uid over the period February io July,, with birds 5Ce a carrying 
iiest-Lng material ni diifEirent timed frym Li January to 1 
Stpteiiiliee. Certainly 2, sometimes 3, broods in a year. 

■jJii. Spittle IMS notes) renorts ncste with e-irett, nr voting fmmrl . 


■■.-nu, Breeding Known widely. Eggs laid in the period from January 
no September, itt least, with periods of augmented activity from 
January to March and July to September (nwe Gibson-Hill 
11)511(1), 

-542. Molesworth (in h'rf.) reports a nest with 3 eggs found its March 
11)41. 

AfbJ, Reported breeding in the Si me Road nriju in June {Gibson-IijU, 
MS notes). Ridley (IHUH: 88) describes nesting in the Botanic 
Gardens, month not utelud, 

'52. Spittle (MS notes) reports a fledgling being fed on It) February', 
Gibsori-llill (lMS iL oie.ti) r. |iurLs a fledgling barely able io rly 
on 2-1 September, 

554. A fledgling just able to fly seen on IS) May (Gibaon44jJl). 

Reported breeding Sima Road urea 11)44; precise data tost 
{Gibson-Hi )1, MS notes}, 

"if!4. Breeding known widely. Probably neiiLs more or less continuously 
all through the year. 

Tibd, Spittle I MS notes) reports n nest with eggs found by E, K. ALJiel 
an d May. 

Several records of breeding, Eggs laid in tho period from 
February to July inclu&ivc aL least. Certainly 2, possibly 3, 
broods in a year, 

588. Breeding known widely. Eggs laid iti the period February to 
September ul Ji-ust. Most building noted from January onwards, 
und by Spittle {MS notes) us lute as September. Probably 3 or 
inure broods in a year. 

,5705+ Spittle (MS notes) reports family party uf 4 fledglings being 
fed by an adult uu 27 June, Gibsun-Hill (MS notes) reports 
nests with eggs and young in the Sime Jtoud area in July, 
Lind faintly parties with 3 and 4 fledgling? seen in September 
und October, F. 0- H, Alien reports single nests with young 
found :H Kumpong Loyang in October and May. 

-573, Nests and rock bird swings known fairly widelyj but apparently 
there are not yet any dated records for breeding in uiir a run. 
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